SLEAVE 
HUM WE HAVE 
NOTIME!) As 


<COMRADE COMMANJER! THE 
PRISON! 


RUSSIAN ERS HAVE ae 
ESCAPED!) <et 
me = 


<HOPEPULLY THEY WILL FIN? 
THE STOLEN CACHE OF WEAPO! 


“\T STARTED IN ARSHANISTAN. A SOMIET VET-— J 
CAPTAIN VLADIMIR ILLYIICH Z/KO--AND HIS TEAM, ia 
INSTA? OF RETURNING 70 RUSSIA, MATE A DEAL P 5 
WITH AN AUSTRALIAN NAMED 7IZBWATER . ” LOPE 

7s a = 


“BLOODY HELL, WALL! AUGTRALIAS 
A BIG PLACE, INNIT? EVEN PAUL- 
BLOODY- HOGEN DONT KNOW'EM ALLL” 


AUTOMATIC WEAPONS TO SELLONTHE FF 
OPEN MARKET, 


= 


“SHAW HERE HAGA LOTOF EXPERIENCE 
WITH THESE GUYS. THEY RECENTLY TRIED 


THE GUNS--WHICH ARE 
NICKNAMED THE DRAGONS HOARD-- 
ARE SOMEWHERE IN CAMBODIA.O1s 
ASSIGNMENT IS TO FIND THEM, 
KEEP THEM FROM FALLING TOTE 
YAKUZA, AN? BREAK UP THE RING, 


ITS NOTGOING To BE 
EASY. THE YAKUZA KNOW WHY 
WE'RE HERE, EVIDENTLY, AND) 

THIS IS THEIR Tarr. 


ZIUKO AND HiS MEN 


ITS PossieLe we'L 
Bs SEE zASTROW. OUR 
PAWS ARE NOT INCOM. 

{\ PATIBLE. BUT ITS 

AS) A OOP QUESTION. 


I GO BACK TO YOU GET 
USER. RED SHADORS IN My WAY, T 
cet nay way, ZL atest oo 


r DIO YOU? ALL RIGHT. GORT 
AND VERTIGO. ANP LANTON ARE 


HOW 90 WE FIND 
OUT WHERE THE 
GUNS AREF 


CARMICHAEL, YOU'LL GO ALONG WITH BOOMER- 
‘SEENON THE GINZA. DOWN. UT NOT 
UNDER, SOLRE TOMBKE THE BUTT. SITNEAR HiM BUT NOT WITH Hi 
ROUNZOF THE BARS, SAY 
YOURE TIDEWATER--OR HS. 

BROTHER, IF THEY ALREATY 
KNOW Hilt. SEE IF YOU 


isd dehdalbee? THAT POWER AWAY FROM, 


BEAUTY! AT LAST, ME, REMEMBERZ 


SOMETHING THAT MAKES 
USE OF ME TALENTS! 


[rout au oer 
ONE OF THESE. ININIATURE 
TRY TOUSE IT. TSA FEEDBACK — “iy “TRANSCEIVERS, LINKEDONLY 
PROGRAM IN YOUR HEAD. i ony n TO ORACLE, WHO WILL 
HANDLE LIAISON. 
MONITORING YOU AND, AT THE 
SIGNAL, SHE'LL LIFT THE PROSRAM 
LONG ENOUGH FOR YOu TO GET 
THE INFO. OF COURSE, You PLAY 
ANY GAMES AND SHE'LL 
CRIGP YOUR CHIPS. 


(GET IN BNPOUTOF 


BEING GEEN.IF ZASTROW'S 
HERE, I WANT 70 KNOW IT ANZ 
WHO KEG GOT WITH HIM. WORD 


16 THE SHADOWS ARE ALL = 
NEW. 


TM SUPPOSED To HAVE A 
(CHAT WITH OUR EMPLOYER. EVERY- 
(ONE REVIEW THE DATA IN THESE 

ASSIGNMENT FOLDERS AND THEN 

Lets GET CRACKING. Los 


I AW KGB. WE KNOW 
STOLEN SOVIET WEAPONS 


SO. YOU TAKE MESSAGE TO 
1 CHABLIN. THIS 1G CORRECT 
WER, 


AGAIN. FIP YOU 
KNOW?> 


A 


me NON sD 
I Sa A 
[rene aneorr| 


WELL-AREN'T 


YOU CAN GET. Z'VE HAG 
ABITOF AHISTORY 
WITH THE LAW. TLL 


"PANO THAT WILL ATTRACT THE 
ATTENTION OF THOSE WHO 
KILLED RAY PALMER-- 


iV NEANTINE, IM HER 


ME BUT;SO THROUGH THE RADIO 
SIGHALTO LEN? A 
HAN? WHERE 


CANDIE ANY TIME 
HE WANTS. 


COMPUTER RECORDS CAN Bi 
Z'VE GONE IT MYSELF. 


AND THATS MY 
PROB: 


<GIVE ME 
ZASTROW.) 


{ITSLAMIA. NO, 
DION'T TELL ME-- THE 
LOUT FELL ASLEEP.) 


(NO, I CAN'T. MY 
POWER 16 MORE EFFE 
OVER HiM SOLONG AS HE 
DOES NOT KNOW I HAVE 
POWEROVER HIM. YOU 
MAY COME OVER AND 
INTERROGATE HIM 
YOURGELF, IF YOU 
WISH. > 


<NO, Zi SORRY, YOU ARE Quite 
CORRECT. HE WikL TeLL me WHERE 
THE GUNS ARE, T AM CERTAIN. HE 
WILL TELL ME EVERYTHING. > 


<YES, TWILL 
TRY AGAIN. RIGHT 
AWAY? TLL DO 
WHAT I CAN 
LAMIA OUT.» 


THe BOARD 


e 
4AVE DEC! LUCTAMT 
BP LY--TO CANCEL THE _ A 

CONTRACT. g 


SHI 


ET WORSE! 


DC COMICS INC. 
1525 Avenue ol the Americas, New York, N¥ 10019 


So you're all thinking, “Nahh. They'd 
never do that. Amanda's too tough to get 
into serious trouble.” 

Well, don't bet the rent, kids... 

The mail for #50 is still pouring in, ond 
it's overwhelmingly positive. It's good to 
know that there are fans who can appreci- 
te al! the extra effort our creators heap 
into their stories. Please keep the cards 
end letters rolling. 

Before we start, however, there was con- 
fusion here over the "Next Issue Box” at 
the end of #51. It accidentally referred to 
this issue (#54), and not #52 (the Doctor 
Light story) as it should have. I'm not sure 
‘at this moment what last issue scid about 
this issue, but it probably will all work out 
an the wesh anyway. 

Here's more mail about #59. Ill try to 
keep my mumblings to a minimum this 
month. 


Dear Mr. 


dreamed it woul 
Ostrander & ¥: 
ferent from 


Hey, Bob— 

First, welcome back!l—even if it is just 
for this one issue. 

I liked SUICIDE SQUAD 6650, “Debt of 


~~ as were the visuals by Isherwood, 
McDonnell.and Miehm. And most espe- 
cially Karl's the best inker in 
the industry and I've really missed his 
ie here ay chance of hs returning the 
is there any to 
title on an monthly basis? 


Uy 
iH 
ib 
te 
ilk 


i 
: 
t 
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Happy Anniversary, gang. Here's to the 
next 50 issues. 

Uncle Elvis 

17650 Dawnon Road 

‘Dawson Springs, KY 42408 


Dear Dan, 
Excellent. An old home day for the 


Squad. Who would've even the 
members killed in action would return for 
an appearance? Unless you recognized 


you 

ler kidnapping Rick's child 
(which didn’), I don't see how anyone 

could foresee a return of the dead! 
Anyway, this was a fantastic vehicle 
both for new readers, as well as the next 
fifty insues. It showed parts of the past 
Squad, and tanta- 


when I was blown away by 

of SUICIDE SQUAD! Time flies when 

you're having fun, as they say. (It's a tired 

‘cliché but, in this case, it's very true.) 
‘When I saw this iseue's anniversary 

‘woul 


the ghost of Dr. Light?). While this wasn't 
quite the team-up I'd envisioned (moldy 
juwwwwi), it was still 


great anniversary blow-ou! 
the regular cast, I really enjoyed the 
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to the world 
ing to see if the war in the Persian 


g 


to everyone on your staff for an 
incredibly fun series. I can't wait to expe- 
rience the next 50 issues! 


Neil Ahlquist 
Minneapolis, MN 


Dear Dan: 

“Debt of Honor” was a wonderful story 
to celebrate the fiftieth issue of SUICIDE 
SQUAD. The references and flashbacks to 

st Suicide Squad integrated 
smoothly with the actions of the current 
‘Squad. it was a nice touch bringing in the 
charter members for this adventure. even 
if the Enchantrese’s inclusion was brie! 
and a bit gratuitous. The flashbacks of 
Karin were a bit sad, considering her ulti- 
mate fate, and the zombie-ish Jihad made 
a concrete connection between this issue 
and the first isaue of this series. The 

i zombie reminded me of Ifrit. 
and I wonder if Amanda and her team 
were ever able to tame it. It and Dybbuk 
would make one helluva team, wouldn't 
you say? I really liked Nemesis's corporate 
masquerade, but I was even more pleased 
to sce Nightshade again. She's too good 
‘a character to remain strictly an occasion- 
al “guest star.” I hope there are plans 
for more regular appearances, if not 
i then some other, of Eve 


Koschchei the Deathless is a great new 
With his history in the original 
Suicide Squad and his fearsome appear- 
ance and power, I hope that his return is 
lanned for sometime in the future 
must ask if John and/or Kim borrowed 
his name from Gary Jennings’s book, 
‘Spongle. It featured a deformed man with 
the same name. And in both instances, 
the character was 
‘The art was great this issue. It was so 
nice to see many SS alumni return to 
work on this anniversary story. Between 
all the artists, the guesting of Bob 
Greenberger on the letter column, and 
John and Kim's continuous and excellent 
run on this series, I get the feeling that 
SUICIDE SQUAD is not only a good book 
to read, but also a fun book to work on. 
Continued success for the next fifty 
issues! 


Jim Kelly 
29 West Melrose Stroet 
Valley Stream, NY 11580-4503, 


Dear Dan. 
Re: SUICIDE SQUAD #50 


‘should be done. No flaws, no complaints. 


Let me get this straight. Enchantress 
essentially possesses Nightshade if Eve 
loses con he succubus (Enchan- 
tress) dwelling within her. right? Is it pos- 

le this can be played up at some point? 
Also. with Nemesis back, can he be 
coaxed into returning on a more periodic 
basis? With his gift for disguise, Tom 
Tresser is really the best member of the 


He gives the Squad that “Mission: 
Impossible” feel that has thankfully been 
retained even after he left the team. 
Td love it if he either returned, even as a 
part-timer, or got, ahem, his own book. 
Get the point? 
Here's to hoping Amanda succeeds with 
\er experiment with Cliff Carmichael and 
punk Thinker into a pos 
iv valuable future member of the Squad 
Cliff's heen at the bottom of the popul 
pall over since his debut i FIRE- 
STORM #1 (1978), so he needs to lite 
turn his life around and gain some mi 
needed respect. There's hope far him yet. 


: Jacob Gilbert 
118 Fourth Street, Apt. 1 
‘Troy, N¥ 12180 


No Tom Tresser this time eround, 
Jacob, but keep your eves peeled over the 
menths tocome 


Dear Dan. 

‘Somebody—be it writer, artist, colorist, 
letterer, editor or @ combination of the 
bunch—deserves some sort of reward for 
infernal cleverness in creating issue #50 
of SUICIDE SQUAD. Tying together the 
original Squad, the new Squad, both 
incarnations of the Jihad and (in a weird 
way) the battle between Bronze Tiger arid 
Ravan sounded impossible (especially as 
xo many members of the Jihad and origi- 
naj Squad were so very dead). And, lo and 
behold, Koschei has been following the 
Squad around recovering their fallen 
since the series’ outset! There was Shrike 
and Mindboggler and the fallen team 
members from the Doom Patrol crossover 
ail hanging out with our good dead 
fricnds from the Jihad. Obviously, some- 
body has been planning this issue since 
before Flag’s death, before the second 
appearance of the Jihad, for that matter. 
This leaves me wondering how much fur- 
ther into the future this book is plotted, 
and leaves me amazed that, in a fictional 
universe that is nevertheless, forced to 
nge with time, sales-related events 
(such as enormous crossovers @ la 
INVASION! or MILLENNIUM) and edito- 
rial decisions, this lengthy plotting ean 
actually be implemented. Also, lest it goes 
unmentioned, the Enchantress's return 
was most welcome. Good luck controlling 
her this time. 

‘Thanks for listening... 


RKevin Dovle 
1630 Kewalo St. #108 
Honolulu, HI 96822 


* planned it all right from 
last minute little detail. 
* are on top of it all. pal. 


“Family Reunion” 
: Near ax I can tell, 
' just about the whole original team 
2 iseue #1, that is) that ebowed up (if 
vou ean include Mindboggier and Flag. 
It's 20 great to be home. 


The issue was simply phenomenal. 
1 was ecstatic while reading it. You know, 
if anybody asks me, 4 can truthfully tell 
them that SUICIDE SQUAD is the most 
fun a guy ean have with his pants on and 
the leather left in the closet. 

‘Thanks for the great book, 
David S. Gallacher 
4151 Monarch Way 

Salt Lake City, UT 84124 


Hey, watch that innuendo, Dave. This is 
«@ family letter column! 


Dear Dan, 

Congratulations: SUICIDE SQUAD 
#50 was everything an anniversary issue 
should be. We were taken back to the first 
issue and even before, while we also saw 
some old favorites—both dead and alive. 
A quick Zombie countdown identifies 
Ravan, Manticore, Mindbogaler, the orizi- 
nal Thinker, Weasel, Psi and Shrike—did 
I miss anyone? Very ingenious use of dead 
characters, reinforcing the idea that this 
isnot a book of needless resurrections. 

Of the surviving Squad, 1 enjoyed sae- 
ing Nemesis and Nightshade (and, for 
that matter, Enchantress) again. If 
Nightshade can’t become a regular here. 
then how about giving her a miniseries? 
Luke McD on pencils, of course... 

‘And Boomerang’s role was hilarious, as 
always. I don't care what anybody says, 
he's still my favorite Squaddy, my favorite 
quote being “Oi! Where the bugger am 1 
and which of you bastards are responsible 
for my bein’ here!” Now, there's comic 
relief for you. 

Happy fiftieth, and thanks once more 
for making this one of my favorite books 
because of its consistently unpredictable 
nature and wonderful characterization. 

Rock and Rell, 

Rol Hirst 

W. Yorks 

England 


Dear Suicidals: 

When I picked up SUICIDE SQUAD 
#50, 1 expected it to be full of surprises, 
and I wasn't disappointed. if anything. 
roy hopes were exceeded! 

“First, let me way how thrilled I was to 
see Nemesis again. As I've said before, 
he's too good a character to let go to 
waste. If he’s not going to appear here 
regularly, may I suggest you give him his 
own series, or at least a miniseries? 


When { asked to see the Enchantress 
again, I didn't expect it to be quite hk 
thi¢t I had almost forgotten that 
Suceubus inside Eve Eden was th 
Enchantress! Please, don't ket this lie fal 
low! There are a lot of possibilities in thir 
development. Have Eve consult with June 
Moone and Madame Xanadu, among oth- 
ers, on what to co about the evil inside. 

Did anyone on the Squad ever th 
that if they treated Digger with a littl 
more respect, he might be a little more 
willing to help out? NAAAAAHI!!! 

‘The one “person” I never expected to see 
again was Ravan. It almost sickened me 
that you dug the poor guy up to fight Ben 
again. Possibly the best plot twist of many. 

‘The last thing the Squad needs ic 
another unlikeable character. Cliff 
Carmichael will need a lot of improve- 
ment before I'l be willing to accept him 
a member of the Squad—tbat is, if that's 
what Amanda has planned. 

Finally, Amanda comforting Rick Flag's 
son was one of the best scenes in Squad 
history. It's moments like that that make 
this book one of my fa 
means, keep it up! 

‘Oh, yeah, before | forget. thanks for the 
compliment in the letter column of #49. 
Dan. It's nice to be appreciated 


Julio Diaz 
8713 Linda Court 


PS. Adam Cra: 
sounds the same as Atom, and the iast 
three letters of Cray are Ray. Pla 
surgery and hair dye can change any. 
looks, but you haven't fooled me! 


Thanks for writing, Julio 


